
 

Regional School District 12 

Business Meeting Minutes  

Shepaug Valley School  

May 7, 2018 

 
The Business Meeting was called to order at 7:11 p.m. on Monday, May 7, 2018, by Vice Chair Alan Brown.  

Present were Board members: John Buonaiuto, Gregory Cava, James Hirschfield, Stephanie Kolnick, Jennifer 

Pote, and Peter Tagley.  Patricia E. Cosentino, Ed.D., Superintendent, and Robert Giesen, Director of Finance 

and Operations were also present. Anthony Amato, Lisa Roush, Michael Sinatra, and Julie Stuart were absent. 

 

Also present were:  Teresa DeBrito, Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment, and Kim Gallo, 

Principal, Shepaug Valley School. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No public comment. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Approval of Minutes:  Education Meeting, April 23, 2018 

                                     Special Meeting, April 25, 2018 

 

 

REPORT OF THE CHAIR 

 

Vice Chair Brown had no report.     

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 

Dr. Cosentino recognized and thanked teachers and nurses in honor of Teacher Appreciation and Nurse 

Appreciation week.  Dr. Cosentino congratulated and spoke highly of Michelle Gorra’s husband Michael who 

received the Vincent J. Riley Coach of the Year sportsmanship award.    

 

Dr. Cosentino thanked Karen Fildes and staff who worked on the newsletter that was recently published and 

mailed out to the communities.  She referenced the special tribute in honor of Rosemary Ermini that was included 

in the newsletter.  

 

Dr. Cosentino wished all the mothers a Happy Mother’s Day.  

 

Personnel:  Dr. Cosentino reported on the appointment of Kelly Norris as School Counselor at SVS.   

 

Field Trip:  Dr. Cosentino reported that Grade 6 students at SVS will go to the Bronx Zoo on June 6, 2018. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EdAdvance - Mrs. Gorra shared and passed around a folder from EdAdvance that gives information on the 

programs they offer.  She spoke about the EdAdvance budget and ways they are looking to help small districts 

including sharing professional development.  At the last meeting Mrs. Gorra attended, they did an evaluation of 

Jeff Kitching, the director.  The next meeting in June will be in Danbury where they just purchased a building to 

offer special education services.  They also have a growing program for students who have been expelled.     
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Education – Mrs. DeBrito reported that the committee has been discussing two items.  The first is to work with 

UCONN with a research professor to identify behaviors in children and in educators that nurture giftedness and 

talent.  The other item discussed is to look at research on changing school start times.        

 

Facilities – Mr. Cava reported that the committee will meet later this month.  They will be working through the 

capital plan.  They are considering alternatives for items that have come off of the AgSTEM project.     

 

Finance – Mrs. Gorra reported that she and Bob Giesen met with the Bridgewater Finance Board on the AgSTEM 

finances.  The committee met earlier and went over the monthly reports.  The committee will be meeting with 

Wells Fargo to go over the pension fund.  Also, Barry Bernabe will meet with the committee on May 23 at 4:30 

p.m. in the Central Offices regarding rates for the AgSTEM.      

 

Long Range Planning  –  No report. 

 

Negotiations – Mr. Cava reported that they are about to commence negotiations with the bargaining units for 

custodian/cafeteria workers and the paraprofessionals/clerical staff.   

 

Policies & Bylaws – Mrs. Gorra reported that the committee has one policy on the agenda tonight.   

 

 

NEW BUSINESS AND UPDATES  
 

AgSTEM Update:  

 

Financial Status - Mr. Giesen reported that $1,102,294 has been spent to date.  There are additional bills totaling 

$426,805 that the Building Committee will act on at their next meeting.   

 

Project Plan Status - Mr. Cava reported that the project is half way through the construction phase.  Mr. Cava 

reported that the design development estimates are over due to a number of things such as the State had delayed 

approval of the project by 18 months, the increase in costs, the possible tariffs on steel.  There have been a couple 

things added to the scope of the project.  One is the electric lines to the building that need to be replaced.  

Questions and discussion followed.  The demolition portion is out for bid now and will begin in June and breaking 

ground on new buildings in October with completion in August the following year.   

 

Policies:  

 

First Reading – Policy 3542.43 Food Service Charging:  Mrs. Gorra explained that this is a new policy mandated 

by legislation.     

 

MOTION:  made by James Hirschfield, seconded by Jennifer Pote, to approve Policy 3542.43 Food Service 

Charging for a first reading.  

 

VOTE:  unanimous. 

 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 

No action items.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

MOTION:  made by Gregory Cava, seconded by Stephanie Kolnick, to enter into Executive Session  

for the purpose of discussing an administrative matter. 

 

VOTE:   unanimous.   

 

There was a brief recess at 7:50 p.m., before the Board entered Executive Session at 7:56 p.m. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The Board returned to public session at 8:25 p.m.  

 

MOTION:  made by Peter Tagley, seconded by Stephanie Kolnick, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

VOTE:   unanimous.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
Respectfully submitted by:  Debby Bliven 

 

 


